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by Korky Day 


hen I see my fellow poor people 
lining up to cash in huge bags of 
bottles and cans for a few cents 
each, I always think, “People with 
that much drive and initiative surely could work 
for pay, at least as a casual labourer, if anyone 
would hire them.” My plan to hire almost all 
applicants is called Guaranteed Jobs (GJ). 
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Canada and most countries now have а 
political-economic system, though, which is 
unlikely to hire any of them--ever, even during 
so-called economic prosperity. We never have 
better than about 5% unemployment officially. 
Unofficially, it’s likely closer to 20%, maybe 4 
million in Canada. The people most suffering of 
that 20% hardly notice the ups and downs of the 
economy because they are permanently exiled 
from wage labour. 


Work should not be required; that’s slavery. Work 
should not be a privilege; that’s the present fatal 
failed system in Canada. Rather, the third way is 
to make work a right, as proposed in 1944 by USA 
President Franklin Roosevelt just before he died. 
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Have jobs always been scarce? No, it’s а recent 


development of the human race. 
continued on page three .. 
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Gizmo real well, but we had chatted a few times when he 
was out panhandling. He was always pleasant and friendly, 
and appreciative of whatever I felt able to share that day. 


[: late January І attended Gizmo’s send off. I didn’t know 


At his life celebration, many 
people celebrated the idea of 
Gizmo now residing ina 
better place. For one person 
that included endless beer 
from the earth and cigarettes 
from the sky. For others it 
was left to the imagination. 
For me Gizmo’s Heaven was 
a place somewhat like, I 
might guess, his later years 
here on earth. My 
understanding is that Gizmo 
moved into the new Our 
Place (formerly the Open 
Door) with the new improved 
housing option. It’s not so 
good as it might be, but it 
was a bit better than it was. 


He sure had a lot of friends. 
The room was almost full. My friend and I wondered if there 
might be so many at our last remembrance. 


After Reverend Al lead us through one of his too-frequent, 
pleasantly nature-ized christian services, people were invited to 
speak. A significant number remembered Gizmo as someone 
who was a big help to them when they were first introduced to 
the streets. Always up, never down, he would say. Some of 
those people are now off the streets. Others .... I don’t know. 


I don’t know all the homeless/street/poor people in town, but I 
know a few of them. I know some wealthy people too. There’s 
good and bad everywhere. 


People sometimes ask me what’s the best way to help. 
Personally, I always feel a little guilty if I know I have enough 
money until the end of the month and there’s this person, just a 


Opinion: 


ik is a rumour that Canada is a democracy; but don’t 





you believe it. Just because we vote about every four 
years does not justify calling what we have here a 
democracy. For me democracy means something different. 


І like what Abraham Lincoln had to say about democracy. He 
said the American Civil War was fought so that, “Government 
of the people, by the people, for the people shall not perish from 
the earth.” Well, he was far too hopeful as history has shown. I 
know of nowhere that that kind of democracy exists. It surely 
does not exist in Canada. 


We certainly have government of the people. But we do not 
have government by the people or for the people. Roughly every 
four years we elect well-to-do elitists to represent us in 
Parliament and as soon as they get there they stop representing 
us and start representing the interests of their party and of the 
people and corporations that give the party money to run their 
election campaigns. So in fact, we have government by the rich 
and powerful and their corporations, not by the people. 


We, the people, then have little choice but to accept everything 
done in our name by the government until the next election. 
When we don’t like what the government is doing we 
demonstrate against it, write angry letters to the politicians we 
elected and to the newspapers; and we are for the most part 
ignored. We are not very effective using these tools. Our 
successes are a few and minor. We never truly get to govern 
ourselves: government by the people. 


As long as we do not have government by the people, we shall 
never have government for the people. Government will 
continue to act in its own interest and in the interests of the rich 
and influential elite who run Canada, and by inference runs us. 


We know that the government is not acting in our interest when 
we see cuts to health care, cuts to legal aid, cuts to funding for 
nongovernmental organizations that work in the interests of 
people and cuts to government support programs for poor 
people and people with special problems in our community. We 





The Advocate 





few days away from cheque day 
(usually the last week of the month in 
a full week), who’s eating mostly 
bread or rice or oatmeal because 
that’s all they can afford. [ШЗ 
Ог maybe they just want a fE j 
beer or a hoot. 





I think if a few people out 

of all of us were to get to know a poor person or two 
in their neighbourhood, and not feel like they have to 
take the person in as 1f it’s their own child but just 
offer a little help sometimes, and other times feel 

1 alright just saying hi how are ya, I think we could do 
away with governments altogether. 


I’m just not into party politics. The deal making, 
both within and without, occupies so much time and 
energy they all forget what it was they were doing in 
the first place. And now they’ ve introduced the 
black diebold boxes, known to be faulty at best, 
easily hackable at worst. Count me out. 


Н I really believe that governments, in the very very 
beginning, were just units of consent. Just people 
with common interests getting together and divvying 
up the tasks, and each doing their part to make sure 
that what needed to be done was done. Now? I don’t know. 


I do know what it’s like to be flat broke, though, facing a world 
where some have more than they will ever need and others, 
many good people among them, left hungry and out in the cold. 
It ain’t no fun. 


Farewell, Gizmo. It’d have been good to know ya. 


In other news ... mark your calendars for the Street Newz’s 7th Birthday 
Party, April Ist at the Solstice Café. Also, the Coalition to End 
Homelessness sent the specific link showing their 2009/2010 audited 
financial statements: www.solvehomelessness.ca/news.html?n=162. 
Janine is the founder and current co-ordinator of the Victoria Street 


Newz, which has taught her more than she ever wanted to know. 
Photo of Gizmo from Nancy Raycroft, who estimates he was about 


43 years old at the time, in the mid-nineties. 





by Robert Arnold 





see that the government is not acting in our interest when it 
moves to privatize services and divests itself of valuable public 
holdings. The evidence is everywhere we look. There is no 
refuting it. 


In Canada we elect members of Parliament, who belong to 
political parties for the most part. Once in a while an indepen- 
dent runs successfully in an election or leaves a party to sit as an 
independent; and on occasion that person has changed the 
course of government for a moment. 


In Canada the leader of the party that wins the most seats 
becomes a dictator for about four years. In recent times the 
prime ministers of Canada have centralized more and more of 
the power of Parliament in their own office. By doing this they 
become more obviously the dictators they wish to be. Stephen 
Harper has taken this too far. Today, Stephen Harper is the “de 
facto” dictator of Canada. The evidence for this is all too clear. 
He has closed Parliament twice now to escape the oversight 
necessary in a democracy. This is not allowed in the British 
parliamentary system upon which ours is based. 


Not since King Charles I of England lost his head for closing 
Parliament for his own reasons has this been allowed. Yet we 
feel we can do nothing about Harper’s use of the Governor 
General to prorogue Parliament. This is not necessarily so. 


We must organize a nonpartisan voting bloc made up of “the 
people.” If that voting bloc becomes big enough to influence the 
election in an obvious way, it will be big enough to influence 
government and create government by the people and for the 
people. Until this happens we will continue 
to be ineffective in our efforts to obtain 
justice, equality and freedom. We will 
continue to be the pawns of the elite who 
run Canada. 


The ball is in our court! 


Robert has fought poverty, his own and 
others, for over 45 years. 
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Guaranteed Jobs .... continued from cover... 


Is that how it always will be? Only as 
long as we allow it. 


A very few politically and economically 
powerful people now benefit by the status 
quo of forced idleness. However, my 
Guaranteed Jobs proposal will end up 
helping almost everyone: the poor 
directly, and the rich indirectly. The plan 
requires federal funding because the 
localities which need it most can afford it 
least. 


India now has a government programme 
of guaranteeing some citizens the right of 
100 hours a year of paid work. In the old 
Soviet bloc, no one was involuntarily 
without paid work other than prisoners 
and political dissidents. They accom- 
plished that for about seven decades. Yet 
now the wealthiest countries in the world 
never guarantee anyone any work. 


Why not? Is it considered too socialistic, 
or is it that such a system would be too 
expensive? In truth, it would be neither. 


Canadians are willing to pay welfare, 
even though the recipients don’t work for 
the money, so surely they also would 
favour adding the less generous option of 
letting everyone work who wanted to. 
That should appeal to almost everyone, 
even those who resent government 
give-aways. 


Neither would a Guaranteed Jobs scheme 
be too expensive, according to my 
research. In fact, the whole economy 
would be buoyed and stabilized by 
Guaranteed Jobs, benefiting everyone. 
Instead of bailing out just the fat cats, 
bailing out the poor and jobless would 





inject massive amounts of money directly 
into the businesses serving those poor. 
That includes grocers and apartment 
owners, many of whom are rich. That 
would boost the rental housing industry 
and create housing for the homeless. 
That would be much faster than the 
occasional direct government funding of 
mere dozens of new housing units. 


The cost of Guaranteed Jobs would more 
than pay for itself. We can add up the 
huge savings in many sectors, both public 
and private, such as in health care and in 
the costs of family instability. 


Consider one of those areas of savings: 
crime. If everyone can work for pay 
anytime they want, many fewer would 
turn to crime for money. 


Canadians feel very guilty and bereaved 
seeing people begging and freezing on the 
streets. They want to do something, but 
are afraid of making matters worse by 
giving money to beggars. 


Some generous people will buy their local 
street paper, which helps, but what about 
the other millions of unemployed? Most 
poor people would rather work, even for 
minimum wage and part time, than get 
welfare only. The private sector, though, 
has no financial incentive for full 
employment. They never want to hire 
those who they think are the worst 
workers. 


But those people could work at jobs such 
as picking weeds instead of the 
labour-saving practice of poisoning 
weeds on park lawns. Mothers could 
work part-time walking groups of 
neighbourhood 
children to and 
from school 
(which saves a lot 
of fuel, too). 
Some people, 
even if disabled, 
could be transit 
guides, riding 
each bus and 
subway car. They 
would inform 
passengers and 
report problems. 


The plan also 
guarantees no 
reductions in the 
present number of 
regular 
government jobs. 
І have a long list 
of job ideas. 


Korky as been an 
“underground” and 
“alternative” media 
mt worker since 1969, 
usually unpaid and 
in Vancouver. Не 5 

€ done everything 
from hawking papers 
on street corners 
(and got arrested 

Т} for it) to founding 
newspapers. See 

{| www.korky.ca 

J for more about 
Guaranteed Jobs. 


Its Not a Game: 


Sarah Palin and the Madness of March 


n the wake of Saturday’s horrific 

shooting in Tucson of Rep. Gabrielle 

Giffords and 19 other victims, long 

overdue attention is being paid to 
Republican Party heroine Sarah Palin’s 
brazen use of violent language and 
symbols. It’s hard to recall a national 
political figure since George Wallace 
who played so fast and loose with images 
of gunplay, demonization and death. For 
me, it was last March when I wondered if 
“going rogue” meant going off the deep 
end. This was when Palin strayed from 
the realm of politics and directed a 
particularly toxic stream of conscious- 
ness into the world of sports. 


At the time, Palin and other GOP party 
members were facing criticism for using 
violent, inflammatory rhetoric against 
their Democratic opponents in the health 
care debate. In a misguided attempt to 
defend herself, Palin tried to show that 
violent rhetoric is used across American 
culture, most notably in the world of 
sports. In a rambling response that 
evoked Jonathan Swift crossed with 
Larry the Cable Guy, Palin took to 
Facebook to offer satirical words of 
encouragement to the NCAA hoops 
teams in the throes of March Madness. 


“То the teams that desire making it this 
far next year: Gear up! In the battle, set 
your sights on next season’s targets! 
From the shot across the bow - the first 
second’s tipoff - your leaders will be in 
the enemy’s crosshairs, so you must 
execute strong defensive tactics. You 
won’t win only playing defense, so get 
on offense! The crossfire is intense, so 
penetrate through enemy territory by 
bombing through the press, and use your 
strong weapons - your Big Guns - to 
drive to the hole. Shoot with accuracy; 
aim high and remember it takes blood, 
sweat and tears to win. Focus on the goal 
and fight for it. If the gate is closed, go 
over the fence. If the fence is too high, 
pole vault in. If that doesn’t work, 
parachute in. If the other side tries to 
push back, your attitude should be “go 
for it.” Get in their faces and argue with 
them. (Sound familiar?!) Every 
possession is a battle; you’ll only win the 
war if you’ve picked your battles wisely. 
No matter how tough it gets, never 
retreat, instead RELOAD”! 


To be as charitable as possible, the aim of 
Palin’s “satire” was to point out that 
violent, martial imagery is constantly 
used in sports and therefore is an 
absolutely legitimate metaphor for 
political debate. Let’s leave aside for a 
moment that unlike sports, politics in the 
United States has a consistent tradition of 
unhinged violence sparked by 
demagoguery. Let’s also concede that the 
world of sports is rife with unconscious 
military metaphor and language. This 15 
most apparent in football of course, 
where quarterbacks are field generals, 
throwing bullet passes and bombs as they 
encroach on enemy territory. 


But the subject at hand was NCAA 


by Dave Zirin 





basketball and this is where we enter the 
bizarre recesses of Palin’s brain. Please 
take my word for it as a professional 
sportswriter, a columnist for SLAM 
Magazine,’ and someone who has been 
playing basketball since he was in utero: 
I’ve been around this game my whole 
life and never heard the opening tip 
called “the shot across the bow.” Гуе 
never heard “the crossfire is intense” 
used to describe anything on a court. I’ve 
certainly heard calls from coaches to 
“shoot with accuracy” but never heard 
any coach call for players to “aim high.” 
And I’ve met more than a few coaches 
who were blithering idiots, but none so 
blithering as to say, “Every possession 1s 
а battle; you'll only win the war if 

you ve picked your battles wisely.” 


The point is not that Sarah Palin lacks the 
intellectual faculties to be hired as an 
NBA coach (honestly, I shouldn’t even 
joke about the prospect lest Clippers 
owner Donald Sterling get any bright 
ideas.) The point is that Palin revels in 
the idea that “reloading” against those 
she doesn’t deem to be “real Americans” 
is а completely legitimate part of national 
discourse. The point is that behind her 
flawless façade and frontierswoman 
packaging, Palin draws strength from 
visions of violence. The fact that she is a 
national political figure with an obsessive 
right-wing cult following makes it all the 
more disturbing. 


We should be honest and say that were 
Sarah Palin a Muslim, producing 
gun-sight propaganda aimed at 
Congressional candidates, she’d be being 
interviewed by the Feds right now. I 
personally don’t want the Feds interview- 
ing anybody for their words, no matter 
where they fall on the political scene. But 
that doesn’t mean we the people don’t 
have a collective accountability to stand 
up to Palin and all who feed the right wing 
hate machine. If this weekend taught us 
nothing else, it’s not enough to just 
“change the channel.” It’s not enough to 
say that articles like this one “just give 
Palin the attention she wants” and “all she 
cares about being is a reality tv star.” No. 
This isn’t about reality television. It’s 
about reality. It’s about understanding that 
the radical right needs to be politically 
challenged and Sarah Palin - it needs to be 
said loudly - should have long disqualified 
herself from national politics. Any 
political leader that continues to defend 
her should be seen as endorsing the very 
discourse she promotes. This isn’t about 
stifling speech. It’s about laying down a 
marker after this weekend, and saying that 
this is not a game. 

Dave Zirin is the author of Bad Sports: How 


Owners are Ruining the Games we Love’ 
(Scribner) and just made the new documentary 


“Not Just a Game.’ 
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Diary of a Volunteer 
by Ernie Tadla 


believe that life is a glorious, grand, magnificent experience and so of course that 
is what I am finding and experiencing. 


I have been so blessed by the station of my birth parents, the love,stability and 
provision of my birth parents, a University education, good health, a prosperous life 
style, love of my son and daughter and two happy, healthy grandchildren, meaning- 
ful career opportunities, world travel, loving relatives and family, warm gracious 
living quarters, a nice automobile, the latest computer technology, my Black Berry, 
the freedom and security of being a Canadian, a deep abiding faith in a God with 
whom I enjoy a daily personal relationship with and am the recipient of countless 
miracles from Him. This faith began at my Mother’s knee and has carried me 
though many difficult life experiences that we all encounter in this game called 
LIFE. 


My excursion into the underbelly of the homeless situation of Victoria is having a 
major impact on my 72 year old life. І am learning things and experiencing things I 
never knew before. 


Ignorance breeds arrogance which leads to fear, anger, hatred, disgust, intolerance, 
judgement; all of which I had before learning from personal experience, not from 
reading the newspaper or watching the 6 o’clock news. 


I went through this same experience ten years ago when we moved to live and work 
in China. I was ignorant and therefore arrogant about the Chinese and their culture. 
During my seven years there, І also underwent a paradigm shift based on gaining 
first hand, personal experience which led to understanding, and acceptance of that 
wonderful country, its people, its history, values and culture. 


Everyone has a story, is a story. I now know, because І have befriended and meet, 
and listened to people who are homeless, mentally ill with bi-polar syndrome and 
schizophrenia, people addicted to or had been to cocaine, heroin, alcohol, a young 
male prostitute who is now in his 40s, an older female ex-prostitute, now reformed, 
respected, articulate and running for a municipal council seat, someone HIV +, 
aboriginal people, real close up. 


With each story, І came away with the burning thought in my mind. “There but for 
the grace of God, go I!” If I had been born into the situation they had been, I too 
would have been what they are, where they are. I have now knowledge from stories 
that you never read in the paper or see on ТУ. 


I personally know the guy who crossed over the bridge from homelessness because 
of this act of trust and compassion. A story about a sensitive judge who gave an 
addicted criminal a chance to clean up, instead of sentencing him to jail, and said, 
“It would be a crime to send this man to prison.” I personally know the guy who 15 
now clean and devoting the rest of his life to helping other addicts gain the same 
power and freedom that he found through this judge’s compassion and intuition. 


Even my tables have been turned upside down. Ernie, ever the do-gooder, always 
trying to help people with his books, tapes, discs, and homilies, etc, etc, blah, blah, 
blah now receives and seeks out the wisdom of an ex-homeless person who is his 
Métis Elder, shaman, holy man, coach, mentor, deeply connected with The Creator. 
I am an eager, grateful, appreciative receiver of his counsel. The pressure is off me 
now. I now relax and be a receiver. 


And recently I spent my first shift as a volunteer at Our Place (www.ourplacesociety. 


com). I work in the Nutrition Bar and my duties include: serving on the food-line, 
dispensing coffee, tea, apples, bread, crackers, etc. There is a dining room upstairs 
that seats 145 people which serves breakfast, lunch and dinner. Going out into the 
public area, inside and out in the courtyard, collecting empty coffee cups, washing 
the cups in a washing machine, ensuring the sugar, creamer and water containers are 
filled. 


My first day was a slow day, mercifully for me, the beginner. It was cheque day, so 
most of the people were out enjoying being a “millionaire for a day.” It was party 
day, they had money in their pockets and could feed their habits freely, without 
having to beg, steal or suffer. Soon, they were back in the shelter, and the homeless 
routine continues. 


Last night, the temperature was -7 degrees and I went to sleep in my nice warm bed, 
thinking about how the 1,500 + homeless people in Victoria were faring. Where 
were they sleeping? What clothing did they have that would keep them surviving 
the night? The women with children, the older folk? And this scene is being played 
out in every city and town in the world. 


I returned to my cozy home, a good meal, went to bed, again, Thanking God, “that 
there but for the grace of God, go I!” 


Is it ironic, the consumer addiction? For some, every day is Thanksgiving. Forget 
about the homeless, let’s shop, shop, shop! 


If you or someone you know would like to share your story for publication, contact Ernie at 
ernie@tadla.ca. We honour your uniqueness, and we’d like to know more about you. 


Youd Think I'd Get Used To It 


by Reverend Al, written November 2010 


other Earth is closing down for her long winter sleep. Her trees empty 
their foliage onto the streets. The north winds blow them about as it 


bites at my body through my fall clothing. It is the tenth of November, 
there will be no more pleasant nights; rain, wind and ever dipping temperatures 
will define the next several months. In this city of unprecedented affluence, 
condominiums selling for 1/2 a million dollars is common place. The beauty of 
the inner harbour, yachts docking for the winter yet this morning I have seen 
56 men and women sleeping in doorways, homeless, destitute, hungry, lonely, 
mentally ill, addicted, choose your illness or the combination there of and I saw it 
all every morning on the streets. 


One might think that surely after all these years, 31 in all, that I could get used to it. 


Considering my prayer life always asking for strength and courage; from God: 
considering now that I am long in the tooth; I have being around homeless for a 
lifetime. When one is, however, in the midst of God’s blowing winds as it were; 
in the shadow of the cross seeing his face in one of his many disgusting 
disguises, seeing the nailed, smelling the blood, hearing the cries of the suffering, 
nothing can prepare you to stand there. 


The wrestling with theology, the questioning or understanding of God’s presence 
or silence only happens after the winds of God have passed us by. The discern- 
ment, the dialogue, the theological reflection can only happen, after God has 
shown His face. 


There is another homeless man in another doorway, not even covered by a 
blanket. As I enter, I smell the stench of his body, I lean over to touch his 
shoulder and then I noticed his hand swollen, cut, and dry blood very evident 
between his fingers. No he has not been nailed to the cross but his suffering is 
just as real. His rejection by the state, by the church, by the police and by all, 
that walk by him in silence are just as guilty as Pilot himself. 


I can not get used to it, no I can not harden my mind or to heart it. I feel so 
responsible for it. I confess my deathly silence, my complacency, my willingness 
to stand with the oppressor. 


Yet each and every time I am honored to stand in the presence of those who 
suffer, I am always moved to compassion, it is their suffering that causes me to 
question my faith and lack of faith. 


It is amidst the stench of suffering and poverty that GOD’s voice to me is the 
loudest: its not a pleasant self ushering voice, you know “Jesus loves me, this I 
know” voice : No this voice is deeply challenging, calling out for engagement, it 
will not be eradicated. 


The old man moved and he opened his eyes the first words out of his mouth were 
“God Bless” you reverend Al. This is the heart of the poor I have discovered on 
the street, the God in them that reminding me that he loves me in spite of me. 


The old man had been sleeping all night without a blanket on the cold hard 
cement yet he opens his eyes and blesses me. He continued, “Oh my god І hurt 
everywhere, there is not a bone in my body that doesn’t ache, my back, my legs, 
then he smiled “but hey at least I am on this side of the grass.” He is 67 years old, 
his health failing his days are numbered. He spends his days at Our Place, the 
only home he has known, homeless his nights in this doorway and that. 


In prayer that night I thanked God for the lesson he gave, for the challenge He 
presents, for the 
Questions not 
answered. 


Since 1992, Reverend 
Allen Tysick has been 
the glue that holds Our 
Place, a social service 
agency, together. 
Formerly the Open 
Door, Our Place offers 
transitional housing 
and a hand up to 45 
residents. The dining 
room and nutrition bar 
serves over 1,200 free 
meals free of charge 
five days a week, the 
drop-in centre is a place 
of welcome and shelter, 
showers, programs, 
and services. For more 
information visit www. 
ourplacesociety.com. 


Photo: unknown. 





Food Resources 01001700 


9-10 CLUB (ST. ANDREW’S SOUP KITCHEN) 
740 View St. Victoria, B.C. V8W 1J8 ph: 250-884-4459 Church-run club providing 


meals on a drop-in basis Mon-Fri, 8 - 10 am. Not serving lunch, or on Christmas Day. 


ANAWIM COMPANION SOCIETY 

973 Caledonia Street Victoria B.C. V8T 1E7 250-382-0283. Laundry, showers, meals, 
clothing, limited housing spaces. Be there by 11 am for lunch, 2 pm for dinner. 
Mon, Tues, Thurs 10am-5pm, Weds, Fri 10am-8pm, Sat 10am-4pm 


COMMUNITY FOOD BANK 
4-697 Goldstream Ave, 250-474-4443 
Tues, Weds: 10am-3pm, closed last week of the month 


ESQUIMALT COMMUNITY LUNCH 
Esquimalt United Church Hall, Lyall St., just past Admirals Rd. 
Tues & Thurs noon-1:15 


GOLDSTREAM FOOD BANK 

761 Station Rd (Legion Basement), Langford, B.C. phone: 250-474-4443 
3rd Tuesday, monthly at the basement of the Royal Canadian Legion. 
Serving the Western Communities from View Royal to Metchosin 


FOOD NOT BOMBS 

A collectively run food kitchen. Ph: 250-383-5144, ext 1940 
http://users.resist.ca/~fnb-victoria. A collectively run food kitchen. 

Free vegetarian serving Sundays, 3 pm - Harris Green (Pandora & Vancouver) 
Bring plastic containers for bowls, bags 4 produce. 


FRUIT AND VEGGIE BOX 

901 Kings Road, Victoria, B.C., V8T 1W5 Phone: 250-388-7696 

Good Food Box Program - order $5, $10, or $15 box of fresh fruit and vegetables at 
the beginning of the month and receive it in the middle of the month. Purchased in 
bulk. Order and pick up boxes @ BCC 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

140 Oswego Street, Victoria, B.C. V8V 2B1 phone: 250-389-1470 

Seniors Dinners on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5 PM - $5.75 

Community Dinners Weds, approx. every other month., usually $4 & $2 -12 & under. 
Tickets must be purchased at the centre in advance 

Community school cafe open Mon - Fri 11:45 am -12:30 pm. $3.25 & child $2.75. 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY PROJECT 
547 Michigan Street, Victoria BC. V8V 1S5 (250) 388-7844, email: askus@jbcp.bc.ca 
Hours Monday to Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 


MUSTARD SEED STREET CHURCH www.mustardseed.ca 
625 Queens Avenue, Victoria, B.C., V8T 1L9 Phone: 250-953-1575 

Food service for families: Monday, Wednesday, & Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Food service for couples and singles: Thursday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Food service for everyone: Mon, Weds, Thurs, Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Street Cafe: Friday nights at 7 PM 


OUR PLACE 

919 Pandora Ave. V8V 3P4, 250-388-7112. Victoria's “Living Room” - а drop in centre 
w/ computer room, printers, special projects, tea & coffee, singing Wednesdays with 
Louise Rose. Open Mon to Fri 7 AM - 5 PM, closed weekends. Showers & laundry 9 
AM-3:30 PM. Breakfast @ 7 AM; Lunch 11:30 AM -12:30 PM; Dinner 4-5 PM 


ROCK BAY LANDING (formerly Street Link) 
535 Ellice St. Phone: 250-383-1951 Dinner at 4:00 pm, Saturdays. 


ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

101-831 Yates Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1M1 Phone: 250- 382-2767 

9 am-12:30 рт, 1:30 рт-4:30 pm Mon-Friday, Tues aft for Women 

Must be 19 yrs, unless referred by parents, ASK, or Soc Services. Food, clothing, 
household items. Home visits, food vouchers for parents w/children. 


SAINT SAVIOUR’ 5 KITCHEN 
310 Henry Street, Church Hall (VicWest) phone: 250-384-8773 
Rainbow Kitchen for everyone, Weds, Thurs, Fris, 12 noon 1:30 pm 


Shelter Weds-Sat nights, arrive 9-10 pm: mats, blankets, often food. Space for 25-35. 


SALVATION ARMY 

Family Services and Counselling (singles, too) 2695 Quadra St 250-386-8521 

Mon- Fri 9 AM-11:45 AM, 1 PM-4:15 PM Emergency food hampers, clothing & small 
housewares vouchers. Extra shelter space only available in subzero temperatures. 


ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 

1611 Quadra St., Victoria, B.C., V8W 2L5 phone: 250-383 7169 

Food bank open Tues & Fridays, 10 am-noon, in church basement. (Closed Fri and 
Tuesday after Welfare Wednesday, and Tuesdays after Monday stat.) 


VICTORIA NATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 
231 Regina Avenue, Victoria, BC V8Z 1J6, 250-384-3211 
Wholesale prices, various size boxes. Pay first, pick up following wk. 


GOOD FOOD BOX PROGRAM - Duncan area - 250-746-4204, 
www.providence.bc.ca. 


For more food listings visit www.solvehomelessness.ca 


Breakfast Club 
First Saturday: St. Andrew's Presbyterian Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8-10 am 
Second Saturday: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8-10 am 


Third Saturday: Glad Tidings Pentecostal Church Hall, 1800 Quadra St. 8-10 
Fourth Saturday: Central Baptist Church, 833 Pandora, 8-10 am; 385-7786 
Fifth Saturday: BC Ferry Workers’ Union at St. Andrew's Hall, 8-10 am 








Housing Resources 


No Cost for Service, Time Limited Stay 

Salvation Army (Emerg men only) 525 Johnson Street, 250-384-3396 
Rock Bay Landing (formerly Street Link) 535 Ellice St. Phone: 250-383-1951 
Sandy Merriman House (for women) 809 Burdett Avenue, 250-480-1408 
Sobering & Assessment Ctr (24 hr) 1125 Pembroke (@ Cook) 250-213-4444 
Out of the Rain (Youth 15-25) 250-812-0490 winter only, various locations 
Kiwanis Youth Shelter (13-18) 2117 Vancouver St., 250-386-8282 

Hill House - Women with children 250-479-3963 

Sooke Transition House 250-642-2591 Women with or without children 
Vic. Women’s Transition House 250-385-6611 Women with or w/out kids 
Cridge Centre for the Family 1190 Kings Rd 250-384-8058 Women & kids 
Kiwanis House for single women 16-29 w/ one child 250-382-1004 
Margaret Laurence House 250-995-0058 Women & kids escaping abuse 
A full listing of shelter spaces is available at www.solvehomelessness.ca 


Low Cost Monthly Rentals 


Ritz Hotel - 710 Fort Street, 250-381-1868 

Fairfield Hotel - 710 Cormorant St., 250-386-1621 

York Hotel - 711 Johnson Street, 250-385-2544 

Douglas Hotel - 1450 Douglas Street, 250-383-4157 

Ocean Island Backpackers - 791 Pandora Avenue 250-385-1788 

Turtle Refuge Backpackers - 1608 Quadra Street 250-386-4471 

Vic. Human Exchange Soc. 361- 2762, 1-800-691-9366, www.humanx.org 
Extreme Outreach - men only, $350 + dep. No alcohol or drugs. 250-708-2064 
Subsidized and/or Supported Housing Services 

BC Housing (subsidized - low income families, 55+, or w/disabilities) 

301- 3440 Douglas Street, 250-475-7550 www.bchousing.org 

Burnside Gorge Community Assoc. 250-388-5251 members.shaw.ca/bgca 
Capital. Region Housing (subsidized, low income families, 55+, disabilities) 
623 Fisgard, 250-388-6422 www.crd.bc.ca/housing 

Capital Mental Health Association Satellite Housing Program 250-389-1211 
Coordinated Housing Registry (subsidized & supported housing) 
www.coolaid.org 826 Cormorant St. 250-356-2548 

M’Akola Housing Society 250-384-1423 

Pacifica Housing Advisory Assoc. (families) 827 Fisgard 250-385-2131 


Pacifica Housing Serv/Downtown Outreach Serv (connects low-income folk w/ housing 
in private sector) 826 Cormorant 250-356-2555 


Pandora Youth Apts 753 Pandora, For 15-19 yrs, Andrea - 250-380-2663 
St. Vincent de Paul Soc. 250-382-2767 
Victoria Senior Citizen Housing Society - Please register with the Housing Registry at the 
BC Housing Management Commission: 301-3440 Douglas 250.475.7550 
Helpful Housing Hints 
1. Add your name to the BC Housing list and the Coordinated Housing Registry. 
2. Get the addresses & phone numbers of subsidized or supported housing units from 
the Cool Aid Society, the BGCA, M’Akola, etc. If you find one you like, make friends, 


impress them, ask them to pull your name off the list. They can let you in, but you have 
to be listed with BC Housing first. 


For more housing information visit www.solvehomelessness.ca 
Extreme Weather Shelter status at www.vewp.net. 


Some places to call for help 
Action Committee of People with Disabilites - 948 View St., 250-383-4105 
Adult Addiction Comm. Treatment Serv: 2nd floor, 1250 Quadra, 250-727-3544 
AIDS Van Island: 713 Johnson St, 3rd Flr, 250-384-2366 ext 2268; AVI Nx 250-896-2849 
Alano Club: 1402 Broad St, 250-383-9151 Coalition Against Poverty - vcapvictoria.wordpress.com 
Alcoholics Anon: #8, 2020 Douglas, 250-383-7744 (help), 250-383-0415 (office) 
Cool-Aid Medical Clinic: 250-385-1466 Cool-Aid Phone Service ($5/mth plus HST): 250-383-1977 
Credit Counselling - 250-477-9998 HomelessNation.org - online community 
Foundation of Support of Recovery for Men: 250-480-1342 
Grief/Bereavement Counsel: Lorraine Jasmin, R.P.C., 1198 Goldstream, sliding scale 
Lalli Care Clinic - Drug Info, Med. Review, Alt Health - 250-386-5100, lallicareclinic.ca 
Меп Trauma Centre: 250-381-6367, #203-1420 Quadra St. www.menstrauma.ca 
Outreach Services Methadone Clinic: 2004 Fernwood Rd., 250-480-1232 
Prostitute Empowerment & Education (PEERS): 744 Fairview Rd., 250-388-5325 
Problem Gambling Help Line - 1-888-795-6111 
Research, Education, Evaluation, & Support Prog. (REES): 250-595-8619 
Salvation Army Addictions & Rehab Centre: 525 Johnson, 250-384-3396 
Seniors’ Advocacy Group - 388-7696 for advice; 250-360-1068 to be an advocate 
Society of Living Intravenous Drugusers (SOLID): 7-9 pm Weds, 1947 Cook 
Harm Reduction - harmreductionvictoria.ca, harmlessvictoria.blogspot.com (students) 
Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): #302-895 Fort St 361-3521 
Victoria Native Friendship Centre: 384-3211 -- 231 Regina Ave V8Z 1J6 
Victoria Sobering & Assessment Centre: 1125 Pembroke, 250-213-4444 
Vancouver Island Addiction Recovery Soc.: 536 Cecelia, 250-480-1342 
Youth-to-Youth Support Line - 24 hours. 250-386-TALK, www.youthlines.ca 
Vancouver Island Crisis Line: 1-888-494-3888 (all ages): www.vouthspace.ca 
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To Whom It May Concern ...... 


at the disability office on Vernon Avenue for 

nearly a month! On December 15 I received 
my January cheque but it was $100 short. No 
warning. No explanation. What a nice surprise 
right before Christmas ... less money. 


fer been trying to reach ANY real person 


I tried phoning my “worker” (no such thing!). 
Numbers have all been changed. Just one contact 
number now ... a 1-866 number. I guess that 
makes sense. Clearly nobody is answering phones 
or taking messages up on Vernon Avenue, so 
better to just have one phone ignored than dozens. 
I tried calling the 1-866 number. І listened to 
many automated “options,” none of which applied 
to me. There was no option to stay on the phone 
and speak with a real person, nor was I able to 
leave a message. 


І survived the “holidays” thanks to some of the 
free meals offered around town and the generous 
hospitality of my extended family. But my money 
was running out and I knew [ had to get a hold 

of somebody at the disability office soon. For 
weeks I tried that 1-866 number to no avail. I 
decided to call 411 back and see if there was any 
other number for the ministry. They gave me the 
number of the “regional office” (?). 


This second number proved to be useless too 
because even though I EVENTUALLY reached a 
real person, that person was unable to provide any 
real help. She did, however, provide me with the 
“secret code” to maneuvering thru that barrage of 
automated options at 1-866. “ Press option #3, then 
#4.” Okay, I thought. Now ГЇЇ get the help I need. 


Wrong. That process only lead me to another 
recorded message, one that says something about 
experiencing higher than usual volumes, new 
phone system in place, blah, blah, blah ... then one 
of two things happens. You are told better times 

to call back and are then disconnected, or you 

are put on hold FOREVER listening to crappy 
music alternating with the message: “All personal 
are currently busy. Please do not hang up as you 
will get thru sooner by waiting.” Initially, I felt 
encouraged to hear this. I actually began believing 
that I would be speaking with a real person soon. 


Wrong again! Maybe if I had one of those hands- 
free headsets, I could handle being on hold 
forever. But I’m using an old-school landline 
and am only able to physically tolerate about 30 
minutes of this nonsense before crippling pain in 
my hands forces me to hang up and get on with 
my life. 


And this is the game I have been forced play so 
far this year. Press a bunch of numbers, listen to 
crappy music and bullshit recordings for however 
long I can handle being tied to my phone, then 
hang up. As the days turn into weeks and my 
money runs out, I’m wishing I had simply written 
the ministry a letter (remember those?) because 
at least then they would know they owe me $100. 
And maybe, just maybe, THEY’D call ME with 
an apology (!) and plans for giving me my money. 
(aaah...to dream...). 


Today, with just $11 to see me thru until next 
cheque day (in 2 wks.), I had no choice but 

to tough it out and remain on hold despite the 
burning, paralyzing pain that travels up my arms 
from my hands. After about an hour, I heard 

some fresh ringing followed by a ‘new’ message. 
The same message I had already heard dozens 

of times (“We are currently experiencing higher 
volumes....”) and then, DISCONNECTED!! After 
investing (wasting!) so much time on hold, I am 


by cyann ray 


not even granted the courtesy of remaining on 
hold. Iam unceremoniously disconnected. This 
is how I am rewarded for my patience?? Back to 
Square one. 


This is beyond absurd. It’s abuse. It is outrageous 
that the sick and the poor are forced to play these 
phone games. And I’m one of the “lucky” poor 
who lives indoors and has a phone. What about 
those who don’t? I let that one real person I got 

a hold of (at the regional office) hear my saga. I 
suggested they hire the poor to answer the phones 
and take messages (an essentially skill-less job) 
... win-win. I begged with her to leave a detailed 
message for ANYBODY at the disability office. 
No - she couldn’t (couldn’t? wouldn’t? Not 
allowed to help me? What the hell is she doing 
answering the phone ћеп?). All she could do is 
leave my name and number with somebody. 


That somebody was “Doug” who left a fairly 
useless message on my machine. No contact 
number. (And І couldn’t *69 the call). Since I am 
usually home about 21 hours a day, I suspect he 
knew when Га be out and called then! He only 
called that one day, never reached me and never 
bothered calling again. When I was finally able to 
reach another real person at the regional office, I 
explained about Doug’s messages and stressed the 
importance of getting a message to him. 


“Don’t worry”, she told me, “if the ministry needs 
to talk with you, they will keep trying to reach 
you.” I explained that the ministry still has NO 
IDEA that there is a problem, that it is ME who is 
trying to reach THEM...not the other way around. 


It would seem that the ONLY way I can get a 
message to these incompetent government pencil- 
pushers is to go to the office in person. But for 
me, that involves a 40 minute bikeride, uphill on 
one of the most dangerous roads in town. In the 
rain. Or the wind. Or the cold. And I know from 
experience that coming into the office usually 
means waiting for hours. I would have to remove 
layers of sweaty clothing so as not to overheat, 
and then must redress into these said damp clothes 
for the chilly journey home...with the real kick 

in the face being, Га be leaving empty handed!!! 
At best I’d be told to “Come back tomorrow after 
2pm.” I cannot afford to take a bus. Since I only 
use a bus once or twice a year, that $50 annual 
pass I’m eligible for is certainly no bargain. 
Besides, buses in Victoria are unreliable, time- 
consuming and costly. It’s faster to mail a letter... 
which, as you can see, I’ve decided to do. 


Aaarrrggg!!! It is easy to understand why so 

many sick and/or impoverished souls end up on 
the street begging for survival rather than trying 
to get “help” from our government. It’s easy to 
understand why so many poor/sick folks succumb 
to substance abuse, suffer from depression and see 
suicide as a viable option. 


Let’s forget for a moment that the Ministry 
decided to rip me off for $100 right before 
Christmas. And ГЇЇ even overlook the fact that 
for some reason, I was not helped out this year 
by Santas Anonymous with a much needed 
grocery voucher or even food hamper. Let’s say 

I had another reason for needing to contact the 
ministry. Deathly ill. Going back to school. Won 
the lotto. ІТ WOULDN’T MATTER! I am unable 
(not allowed??) to contact the ministry by phone. 
Nearly a month has passed us by and I have yet 
been able to get a message to the disability office. 


How can this be okay??? 


FIND SOLIDARITY 


ЕЕЕ 
== 


Join us -- 7 pm Wednesdays 
@ Silver Threads (1740 Douglas St.) 
Everyone is welcome! 


VCAP holds weekly 
organizing meetings, 
Mondays at 7 pm at Camas 
Books 2590 Quadra (@ 
Kings). All are welcome! 


Pot-luck contributions and 

snacks are always welcome. 

Camas is a wheelchair-accessible space, but the washroom 
regrettably is not. Bus tickets will be available for those who need 
them. A children’s play area is available. vcapvictoria.wordpress.com 


е 
Tune luto the Homelessness Marathon- February 23rd 
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The 9th annual Homelessness Marathon will once again serve 
up 14 hours of people-powered radio, broadcasting this year 
from multiple cites across Canada. With the goal of being a 
consciousness-raising event, the Marathon will provide an 
opportunity for homeless people and their allies to take to the 
airwaves, and allow a nationwide discussion on homelessness 
issues and possible solutions. 


CALL TOLL-FREE : 1-866-594-7729 from sunset (Spm 
EDT) on Wednesday February 23rd until sunrise (7am EDT) 


INFO: ckut.ca/homeless.html 
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A Winter olstice Gath 


by Jennifer Hastie 
Н. Couz -- On December 21, the Winter Solstice, we witnessed something very 





meaningful in this frantic holiday season. I had seen an ad in the newspaper of a 
happening out in Saanich at “the Yurt.” The ad advertised a mix of Celtic and First 
Nations traditions, always interesting to me. So out we went to see the event. 


We became part of a ceremony to celebrate the shortest day of the year. Among us were 
people from all walks of life. Two local First Nations people— Bob Les and his son, 
Robert— from T’sartlip and Cowichan respectively —had been “invited” to come to 
welcome us. In spite of the irony of an “invitation,” for this land once belonged to the 
Coast Salish, they rose proudly to the occasion and thanked the woman in charge— Silver- 
hawk, as she calls herself--for inviting them to take part. They were respectful to the 
group, as always happens with First Nations peoples when others show respect for them. 


What was significant for us to see that night, Couz, was the spirit of all peoples coming 
together. As well as Robert and Les, there were some Haida Gwaii people in the group. 
The rest of the group was a mixed group of people who undoubtedly came from many 
other cultural backgrounds. 


Silverhawk led us on a rather precarious walk in the dark up to a Medicine Wheel that has 
been permanently constructed on a hill somewhere on the property. Medicine wheels are 
another feature of First Nations (Plains Indian) culture. The Medicine Wheel, lit up by 
many candles, was explained only briefly. I can well understand that, for there are many 
cultural forms of the Wheel and the knowledge and wisdom behind them all would take a 
long time for us to understand properly. 


It was refreshing to see ourselves, the non-native community, and our First Nations 
peoples come together, respecting one another and learning from one another. 


This event was such a break from what’s going on in the frantic marketplace downtown at 
Christmas as we prepare for the worship of the almighty dollar. Oh yes, there’s a little 
Christianity thrown in at the end. Yes, some people on the street give money to the poor 
and sick folk who must beg on the streets. Yes, our Street Newz vendors are valiantly sell- 
ing papers to make ends meet and I see some of them getting wonderful tips as the public 
buys our newspapers. Also, many people are giving to worthy organizations at this time 
of year. 


But when all is said and done, in January the same ugly problems of homelessness and 
poor low cost housing will return. Our present governments do not really support those 
services that help people climb out of their addictions and their depression. Naive people 
seem to believe that if they give a can of fish to the food bank at Christmas they have 
“done their duty.” In addition, a lack of government funding for our museums and artists 
really means a lack of support for our own culture, does it not? Hockey and the Olympics 
are not the only thing worth supporting in our culture. 


When will people understand that supporting a government who supports the marketplace 
and yet promises to lower taxes is simply bad mathematics? When will people learn that we 
must fundamentally change the way that we think about those less fortunate than ourselves? 
With the democratic process in place in our society, we will get what we vote for. 


At this point in North America’s development I must ask the question: do we not have 

P enough trinkets and clothing 

2 О and food for ourselves? What 

frustrates me the most, Couz, 
is that most of us can’t turn the 
love of the marketplace off. 
We cannot focus on the real 
meaning of Christmas, the idea 
that we must care for all living 
beings. When we can truly put 
this thought into practice, then 
we will be able to become a 
more civilized people. This is 
the true message that all the 
spiritual disciplines give. And 
the First Nations people will 
remind us as well that we must 
care for Mother Earth. If She 
is not respected, then our 
children and all those who 
come after us will suffer. 





Happy New Year, Couz. 


Jennifer and her husband live in 
Victoria today. She is a healthy, 
{ active senior who enjoys writing 
volunteer articles for various 

ИШ publications. Photo: Welcoming 
ШИШ pole seen on Hupacsath 
traditional territory. 





ering Vancouver Housing Activists 


Draw Attention to Empty Building 


n the night of Sunday January 9th housing activists pasted a banner 
reading “100% Social Housing Here!” across the top of the empty 
Pantages Theatre. 


The anonymous action was a statement against the Pantages owner’s recent 
application for a condo development on the lot package that covers all the 
property between the Regent Hotel and the Brandiz Hotel on the 100 block of 
East Hastings Street. 


The activists that carried out the banner action identified the Pantages Theatre 
as a priority site for social housing development in the Downtown Eastside. 
They said, “A condo tower at Main and Hastings would release the demon of 
real estate speculation in the heart of the Downtown Eastside.” A condo 
development at Pantages would be the first major market condo project in the 
relatively low-income resident protected Downtown Eastside Oppenheimer 
District (DEOD). 


The activists explained, “The residents of the privately owned hotels that 
surround the Pantages will all be placed at risk of homelessness if Pantages is 
made into condos.” 


The owner of the Pantages, Mark Williams, of Worthington Properties, has 
twice tried to sell this package to City Hall, and the City has twice refused. 
The anonymous group, referring to them selves only as “Social Housing 
Here,” said they support calls from DTES residents for the City to buy the 
Pantages property package and build 100% social housing at the site. 


Photos thanks to Vancouver Media Coop. Read more at http://vancouver.mediacoop. 
ca/photo/social-housing-here/5601 Contact: socialhousinghere@ gmail.com 
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A U.S. Veteran in Canada 


by Bruce Malkson 


Social Security Administration (SSA), and from 2008 through 2009, I received retirement 


[К 1985 until 2008, I was eligible for and received disability benefits from the U.S. 
benefits every month. I never received as much as $10,000 in any of those years. 


Then, in January of 2010, I received a form letter from the SSA stating that my benefits 
were being sent to a “payee” called “Tsunami Enterprise, Inc.” instead of to me. From 
January until October of 2010, I wrote letters to this corporation and left numerous 
telephone messages, but never got any replies other than short, inaccurate “invoices” each 
month stating that they kept a fee of $37 and sent checks to “Bridgeview Apartments, Inc.” 
which was where I lived until I was evicted September 15, 2010 by the Napa County 
Sheriff because my rent hadn’t been paid. I had to appear in the Napa civil court for a trial 
about “eviction” and was told “the case was dismissed.” 


I also visited the Social Security office in Napa, California many times during 2010, 
attempting to have my benefits sent directly to me, if not directly to my bank from the U.S. 
Treasury Department (as ever since 1985) but was told every time, that it was first 
necessary for “Tsunami Enterprise Corporation” to give the U.S. government representa- 
tives permission to pay me directly, and I was told time and again, to “call your payee and 
get their permission to manage your own money.” 


Finally, after leaving California altogether, I managed to get a reply in writing from 
“Tsunami Enterprise” telling me they no longer receive my benefits from the U.S. 
government and that I must not contact them again. But when I speak with the Social 
Security Representative in the office assigned for where I am now (І am in Victoria BC and 
І have spoken with “Laura” in the Bellingham, Washington office of the SSA), I am told 
that I still cannot receive my monthly benefits, but must find some other “payee” to have 
them send my pension to -- and also, that I must return to the U.S. and see someone in 
person in that office in order to do that. This would mean that I could “apply” to receive 
my money .... and then be homeless and penniless in Washington state, rather than in 
Victoria where I have at least opened a bank account where they could send me my money 
if they wanted to. 


Life in Victoria 


At the first homeless shelter I got to stay in, some medical people came once and inspected 
me for some reason, and had to draw some blood from one of my fingers. That was all they 
did and then they left. It was like how the Napa police department had to take a swab of 
the inside of my cheek to get some “DNA” data or something before they would give me a 
permit to drive a taxi in that town. And then, in this new homeless shelter in Victoria, we 
have had to have our photos taken when we first arrive, but nobody as far as I know has 
ever seen their own photographs. And, also, as I have said, everyone in this town, just as in 
Napa, and I suppose in any big city, are constantly “under video surveillance” as the signs 
say on all the buildings and on the buses, etc. 


I am concerned about things that have happened to me like when a worker at my homeless 
shelter in Victoria handed me a note and told me a worker from the U.S. SSA had called to 
speak with me about my retirement benefits they all know I am trying to get deposited in 
my Canadian bank account. I was told to call her back and the number was written on the 
note. I could have just as easily been told to pick up the phone and speak with the social 
security representative. However, I could not return the call at that time because I wasn’t 
allowed to make such a long-distance call from that telephone, and the person who gave me 
the message knew that. I was then told to “talk to a ‘case worker’ to ask to use another 
telephone.” So, I wrote my name on a board as І have done before to wait my turn for a 
“case worker” to speak with me, but usually that takes a long time. While waiting I was 
spoken to about other things and told that because my two roommates and I didn’t get 
along, I would have to go elsewhere and that I should go to the Salvation Army homeless 
shelter (where I had been before getting into this one) and that I needed to go right away. 
Well, once again, I was unable to speak with the social security representative. 


What I Think is Wrong 


Many people I know have found that they can “help” other people by doing things for them 
as “volunteers,” and then have found that they can actually help themselves even more by 
seeming to do so, and some of them do! For example, a person, or group, can “volunteer” 
to “manage other people’s incomes,” and may do a lot of good for, say some mentally ill 
patients who are in a hospital or some care home and receive some funds they need for 
different things but are unable to do the paper work or something--but then find that they 
can ask for а “ее” for “helping others” and simply get as many people as possible signed 
up to have all their incomes sent to them so they can simply collect all those “fees” and 
forward the remainder to the people who actually should be having to spend their own 
money however they want. And the more they collect, the less they have to care about how 
or when the folks get their share, or even how much of it. 


I know a man convicted of sexually molesting his own young daughter, spent one year in a 
jail, and now receives what he has bragged about as a disability pension of $998 per month 
for the rest of his life from the U.S. Veteran’s Administration after he discovered that one of 
his several illegitimate children had become an airman serving in Afghanistan. Officials in 
the V.A. liked how he could now be in contact with his son on the internet, in spite of the 
fact that he supposedly owes many thousands of dollars to various counties in California 
for unpaid child support for each of several children for 18 years each. 


There is much more that I have decided to be wrong, now that I am “putting two and two 
together” and it mostly has to do with sex, drugs, and money. 


Bruce Malkson is a homeless US Veteran who cannot afford to take a bus, buy a postage 
stamp, make a telephone call, or buy anything at all. 
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Delisted 


eu me for a minute by reading through the list in the next paragraph. As you 


by Brian Mason 


do, think carefully about the presence of each of the items in your life. This is 
not a trick though I’m sure you will quickly detect the common thread running 
through the list. At the end, I will give you a few things to think about. 


Here goes: Public health care, K - 12 education, universities and colleges, bridges, 
streets and highways, electricity, safe drinking water, postal services, courts and 
tribunals, public transit, garbage collection and disposal, safety standards, ferries, 
airlines, police, libraries, public broadcasting, correctional services, regulatory 
standards, rail lines, nuclear energy, national defence, delineation and protection of 
human rights and freedoms, parks and playgrounds, sidewalks and paths, museums, 
art galleries, street lights, public art, regulation of professions, social assistance and 
relief, legal aid, vaccination programmes, labour standards, unemployment insurance, 
family allowance benefits, environmental standards and monitoring, geological 
surveys and land use provisions, criminal and civil law, by-laws, emergency services, 
multiculturalism, bilingualism, irrigation canals, immigration services, veterans’ 
services, space exploration, air traffic control, satellites, observatories, currency, 
money supply, social housing, a central bank, general statistics, censuses, food safety, 
immigration and border controls, international treaties, passports, diplomatic services, 
citizenship, tariffs, a constitution... 


What every item in this list has in common 15 that it is or was a service provided, 
usually exclusively, by a level of government in Canada, be it local, provincial or 
federal. There is nothing unusual about the list. These services are synonymous with 
the idea of government in the modern era, and they have not, until recently, been 
called into question. 


The list is incomplete, for sure, as well as biased, singling out the benevolent aspect of 
state power. Intentionally omitted is the dark side, government’s shadow, things like 
police brutality, unjust wars, capital punishment and spying on citizens, to name a few 
of the more egregious abuses of official power. Also missing are everyday govern- 
ment screw-ups, corruption, lying and bad policy. Hey, it’s not a perfect world — but 
then again, the ugly side is not what we normally think of whenever we imagine what 
government ought to be doing to meet our needs. Nor is the list meant to suggest that 
government is the only mechanism available to provide these services. Yet in Canada, 
especially since the end of the Second World War, it has tended to be government that 
has displayed the necessary and sufficient agency to make these things happen. 
There’s been little doubt about the propriety of this arrangement. Until lately. 


A political ideology, commonly referred to as the neo-liberal agenda, has been 
harnessing power for the past two decades in Canada and the United States. Under it, 
the very purpose and business of government are being not only questioned but 
transformed. This phenomenon explains how Premier Gordon Campbell could spend 
most of a special, prime-time public address last fall in defending a tax shift from 
corporations to individuals and announcing a further reduction in personal income tax 
rates, cuts that would most benefit higher income earners. He barely mentioned 
government services or policies, apart from these fiscal changes intended to further 
limit the public treasury. And with the legislature closed for business, any debate on 
the matter was impossible. It’s as if governments no longer want to govern as this 
term is commonly understood. But lest you think this will lead to a chaotic 
free-for-all of the selfish or our return to a brutish state of nature — though it might at 
least take us there — let me briefly lay out the yang to the neo-liberal yin. 


Equating good government with tiny government is not about government’s divesting 
itself of power. Quite the opposite, in fact, with power being the operative word, for 
when it comes to state power, neo-liberals want it big, as big as state-sponsored deficit 
financing can make it. Really big, in other words: Big military, big police, big prisons, 
big security apparatus. They want a powerful, though service-deficient, state where 
government is lean and stark and blunt. The apparent contraction of government’s 
reach, in other words, is illusory: its tentacles actually are getting longer and prying 
into more of our daily activities. 


Now, as I promised at the beginning, here are a few things for you to think about. 
Canadians, like people everywhere, have always had a love/hate relationship with their 
government, thought some politicians were corrupt, and reacted strongly one way or 
the other to the policies of the moment. Politics, after all, can bring out the passionate 
in just about anybody when the right buttons are pushed. But even taking all this into 
consideration, have you ever petitioned to have your government do nothing for you or 
do less for you or simply to wield a bigger and bigger stick over you? Really, have 
you? Do you want a stripped-down, control-freak state which, as it keeps closer and 
closer watch over you, doesn’t provide much else for your tax dollars? 


In his televised address, Campbell recited the clichéd libertarian mantra that “You know 
how to spend your money better than the government does.” Fair enough, if you are 
buying a new pair of socks or a video game, though that hilarious piece of logic doesn’t 
apply to much on the above list of government services. Do you want to be purchasing 
your next month’s supply of human rights and freedoms at Wal-Mart? Think hard, but 
not for too long: the government stick grows bigger by the day. And, once dismantled, 
government services will be doubly difficult to restore because the social order will 
have by then become unrecognizable. The list grows shorter by the day. 


Submitted by Brian Mason, a writer and philosopher living in James Bay. 
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Excuse me .... Elected Official .... 
some questions about the Site С Dam ?? 


by Caroline Beam 


Site C dam. I understand that there are many controversial issues surrounding this 

project, and I would like to set them aside to examine some unanswered questions 
about the project itself. I have read the literature provided by BC Hydro, but have not found 
answers, so І am posing my questions to my fellow taxpayers. 


N s every tax-paying citizen of BC should be, I am concerned about the proposed 


My first concern is with the site chosen for the dam itself. The other two dams on this river 
were constructed on bedrock. The site for this dam is not. My question: how do we know 
the dam will be stable over time? Water is insidiously persistent, chiselling its way through 
almost any substance. Even rock is not necessarily safe, as the people of Idaho found out: 
their Teton dam failed shortly after completion due to the fact that the rock they built on was 
porous. A tiny trickle of water found its way through, springs were noted downstream, and 
before anyone could fully investigate, the dam burst and 12 lives were lost. How can we 
ensure this won’t happen here (оп a much bigger scale) when we’re building on dirt? 


My second concern has to do with the aforementioned dirt. Anyone who has driven between 
Ft St John and Hudson’s Hope, or been boating up the Williston Reservoir, has seen the 
large-scale sloughing that happens in this country. Apparently this is due to a specific type 
of dirt that, while compact and relatively stable when dry, gains the consistency of 
lubricated ball bearings when wet. Currently, the river does not exceed its gravelly bed, but 
as the reservoir level rises, we can expect a lot of sliding. BC Hydro has addressed this 
problem by saying they don’t have enough data to predict how much will slide, and so 
suggests that we wait and see, and document it as it happens. (I must note that I find this to 
be a most irresponsible approach, especially considering the potential scope and implica- 
tions of the problem.) My first question here: Given that the only deep part of the reservoir 
is at the base of the steepest banks (where the bulk of sloughing will occur), how much of 
the reservoir will be usable after the sloughing happens? My second question: What will the 
water quality be like for those on the downstream side of the dam, given all the suspended 
particulate in the reservoir water? 


My Third concern has to do with the long-term intelligence of this plan. A recent report 
states that our province currently produces 100% of the power we need, but only 42% of 
our food. This is a growing concern, because as oil and gas prices rise (they are predicted to 
spike in five to seven years when extraction reaches maximum output), the cost of 
transporting food is rising. Economists predict that it will no longer be viable to ship food 
for long distances, and many governments are moving to increase their local production to 
offset this problem. Why is our government planning to destroy (forever) a large percentage 
of the best agricultural land in our province in order to export power to the states for the 
next hundred years? I know a hundred years seems like a long time, but it will probably take 
a significant chunk of that time just to break even on this megaproject. 


Which brings me to my final concern: the budget. The 6-billion-dollar figure that is being 
tossed around is not a new number; it is based on the last time this project was examined, in 
the early nineties. Inflation being what it is, I’m expecting the final number to be consider- 
ably higher. Environmental and economical issues aside, I want to know that my tax dollars 
are being spent wisely. The technology that Site C uses is from the fifties, with marginal 
updates. Considering the speed at which technology is currently advancing in alternative 
energy sources, I’m not convinced I want my money locked in to this project. Funding Site 
C would be like putting all our money into stocks in rotary phones: wouldn’t it be more 
intelligent to buy a few stocks in iphones, and keep some money back for the next big 
innovation? Who knows how many options we’ll have by the projected completion date of 
2020? We’re really not in any hurry, since we currently do not have an energy shortage. 
What’s the rush? 


So I guess my biggest concern overall is that it seems this project, expensive and far-reach- 
ing as it is, seems to be being pushed through as quickly as possible. When there is no 
evident race for demand, I wonder why our government is going to such pains to fast-track 
Site C. Is this project going to be a notch in some politician’s belt at the expense of the 
collective tax payers? 


Stand Up or Stand Down 


by Betty Krawczyk 


the editor by Mr. Rick James in the Comox Valley Record (Jan. 7, 
2011). Mr. James believes in his own perceptions instead of the 
lies we are persuaded to believe by government and logging corporations 
and his letter is a harbinger of hope. Political life has reached the point 
where many of us are numbed down and dumbed down to the point of no 
return. And in my opinion there will be no return unless we listen to people 
like Rick James. 


Mr. James suggests that the recent threatened flooding in Courtenay was not 
due to “natural uncontrolled impacts” as pronounced by Stephen Watson, 
spokesperson for BC Hydro, but was instead, caused by the incredible 
amount of logging going on “up along the headwaters of the Valley’s rivers 
and streams over the past 10 or twelve years.” Mr. James goes on to say the 
logging is essentially stripping the higher-elevation forests down into a 
“barren, lunar landscape.” And in turn, is responsible for the huge inflows of 
water into the Comox Lake reservoir which seriously threatened Courtenay 
with flooding. 


р: residing in ће Comox Valley, I was struck by a letter to 


We have to recognize that the courts and the present Liberal government of 
British Columbia (and their apologists i.e. Stephen Watson) will protect the 
rights of logging companies to cut forests on hill and mountain sides to the 
bone even though it will bring massive flooding in the future to the towns 
below. Consider the flooding of Bella Coola last September and the 
massive clear cutting around and above the town. Ditto the BC towns and 
settlements of Port Hardy, Holberg, Kingcome Inlet, and Port Alice who 
were also terrorized by massive flooding; all were surrounded by clear 
cuts. In the book COLLAPSE by Jared Diamond (New York Times 
bestseller) Diamond details the total deforestation of Haiti as the reason 
Haiti is now a failed state and an occupied state (by US personnel). There is 
nothing left on Haitian hillsides to catch the rains; their towns and cities are 
virtual mud holes. Can’t happen here? 


It’s happening as we speak. What can stop it? Anger. Enough anger to 
prompt citizens to start thinking about peaceful civil disobedience, to learn 
about it, to acknowledge it as part and parcel of the evolution of the law and 
the Charter and an equitable society. Either we stand up, or stand down. If 
we stand down our children will inherit scrub grasses, mud holes, ill health 
and few jobs instead of forests and fish and reasonable economic stability. 
As a people, we have to make some serious decisions. Our government 
officials including the courts are too incompetent or corrupt to make 
decisions for the greater good. It really is up to us. Thank you, Mr. James. 


I personally am sick of the highjacking of our resources of BC by privatiz- 
ing-mad governments and gutless Supreme Court judges who give out 
injunctions to every pillaging, polluting, privatizing logging or construction 
company that asks for one. However, the disobeying of a court injunc- 

tion hauls one before the same court 
which gave it out in the first place (judges 
protect each other’s orders, right or 
wrong) which means instead of being 
allowed to plead your case for the envi- 
ronment, the judge will declare you in 
contempt of the court and the environ- 
ment is of no consequence to the court. 

















Betty Shiver Krawczyk is a Louisiana born, 
BC based environmental activist, eco-feminist 
writer, great-grandmother, author and former 
political candidate. Read more from Betty 

at bettysearlyedition.blogspot.com and www. 
schiverrhodespublishing .com. Photo by 
Ingmar Lee. 


REMINDER ON THE SITE С DAM from Don Startin 


We are waiting for BC Hydro to file their Application for Environmental 
Assessment with the Environmental Assessment Office. It is due “early in 
the New Year” so it may have arrived by the time you get this issue of the 
Street Newz. It had not arrived by deadline. 





I will keep readers posted, but you can keep yourself posted by visiting 
www.eao.gov.bc.ca. Click on Environmental Assessment Home, then go 
to Project Info Center. You can also telephone 250-356-7479. 


During the summer Campbell met with the Treaty 8 First Nations to discuss 
Site C. Rumours abound about what transpired, but nobody’s talking. 


Hopefully,we will know more by the March issue deadline. 
Keep the PEACE! 
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About a year ago, Bill C-31 was introduced into the House of 
Commons. After undergoing some minor amendments it received 
Royal Assent on June 22 2007. 


The part of the Bill we are concerned about creates new rules for 
voting in Canadian parliamentary elections. They say that even if 
you are a registered voter, you will be refused a ballot on election 
day unless you can meet documentation and identification 
requirements. 


The rules require every voter to prove both their identity and their 
residential address. They provide limited ways of doing this. 


First, you can produce government-issued ID with your photo and 
current address. The only such kind of ID that most adult 
Canadian citizens carry is a driver’s licence. So, for example, a 
Passport would not qualify, because it is not issued with your 
address printed on it. Similarly, a First Nations Status Card does 
no qualify because it does not show an address. 


I would like to point out the irony, that if you walk into the polling 
place with a driver’s license, which is not evidence that you are 
eligible to vote, that’s all you need to be given a ballot. But if you 
Carry a passport or a status card, which are surely the best 
evidence that you are eligible, you will be turned away unless you 
can fit the other requirements. 


If you don’t have a driver’s licence, or a BCID card, perhaps, you 
will not be allowed to vote unless you can piece together 
confirmation of your identity and current address from a list of 
approved secondary documents posted on the Elections Canada 
website. 


Many voters are used to bringing their voter card to the polls with 
them, which they get in the mail from Elections Canada before 
each election, confirming their name on the list, then casting a 
ballot. That will no longer work and people who come expecting 
this to be adequate will be turned away. 


If you don’t have the required documentation, you can have 
another voter vouch for you. But the rules for vouching are so 
narrow that this will leave many citizens unable to vote. One voter 
can only vouch for one other. That means my neighbour cannot 
vouch for both my spouse and me, though we have lived next door 
for over twenty years. And it just about has to be your next door 
neighbour — under the new rules, you can only vouch for someone 
who lives in your own polling district. In the West End (which is 
Vancouver Centre riding) a polling division can be as small as a 
half a block. In some cases it is a single building. 


These rules will disenfranchise thousands of citizens. The former 
Chief Electoral Officer, Jean-Pierre Kingsley, estimated conserva- 
tively that 5% of voters would run into problems voting. We get 
more than 14 million voters in a federal election. That means more 
than 700,000 citizens are likely to be unable to vote under these 
rules. 


There are many ways people will run into problems with the new 
rules. Many people will simply show up without bringing the right 
documents. If it’s late in the day and there isn’t time for a second 
trip to the polls, they just lost the right to vote. If you have limited 
mobility, because of age or a disability, and arranging a second trip 
is a problem, you may well have just lost the right to vote. 


Many people don’t possess drivers’ licenses or other government 
photo ID. Many elderly seniors have stopped driving, many people 
with disabilities do not drive, and many low income people can’t 
afford to drive. They are far more likely to lose the right to vote 
than others. 


Many people do not have a residential address. That includes 
people in many rural areas where street numbers are not assigned, 
and many rural Aboriginal reserves. Thousands of people do not 
have an address because they are homeless. All of these people 
will lose the right to vote if the new restrictions stand. 


People who have moved shortly before an election are at risk of 
being disenfranchised. They often will not have ID with their new 
address, and they are less likely to know the neighbours well 


local/regional newz 
Charter Challenge to New Federal Voter I.D. Rules 


by Jim Quail, Executive Director, BC Public Interest Advocacy Centre 


enough yet to find someone qualified to vouch for them. For that 
reason, people who move addresses more often, like many renters 
and students, will be at greater risk of losing the right to vote. 


Why are they doing this? The government (along with many 
opposition MPs) try to justify it in order to “preserve the integrity 
of our electoral process.” But is there any evidence that the 
integrity of the process is at risk? It is already a serious offence to 
vote fraudulently, carrying a maximum $5,000 fine and 5 years in 
prison. Because the parties have scrutineers present in polling 
places, voting day is watched closely and Elections Canada 
investigates complaints carefully. In the last two decades there 
have been two prosecutions for fraudulent voting in federal 
elections. 


In the Parliamentary Debate, much was made about the situation 
in the Toronto riding of Trinity Spadina in the last election. 11,000 
voters registered on the voters’ list at the polling places in that 
riding on election day. This was an enormous number, the MPs 
said, and demonstrates something suspicious was going on. It so 
happens that Trinity Spadina is the home of Canada’s largest 
university, the University of Toronto, Thousands of students live 
there, many of whom come of age to vote for the first time while 
at school, and register for the first time in any given election. 


Elections Canada looked into the situation, and found, initially, 
that there may have been one person who voted in Trinity Spadina 
and shouldn’t have, out of the 11,000. Later, the new Chief 
Electoral Officer, Mr. Mayrand, reported to the Senate committee 
that there were no wrongful ballots cast in that riding. Zero. 


I suggest that if you want to undermine the integrity of our 
democratic electoral process, the best way to do that is to stop 
eligible citizens from casting their votes. Our problem is not that 
too many people vote — it is that not enough Canadians participate 
in our democratic process. 


Section 3 of the Charter of Rights guarantees Canadian citizens 
the right to vote in federal elections. It is one of the most powerful 
sections of the Charter. It is immune from the “notwithstanding” 
clause. It is not subject to any other countervailing rights — unlike 
freedom of expression, for instance, which gets weighed against 
the rights of others who can be affected by malicious speech. The 
right to vote is about as absolute as any right we have under our 
constitution. There was a landmark decision by the Supreme Court 
of Canada in 2002 that struck down the section of the Elections act 
which barred federal prison inmates from voting. 


We filed our challenge to the new rules on Thursday November 1 

2007 in the Vancouver registry of the BC Supreme Court. We are 

asking the court to strike down the voting restrictions. We hope to 
achieve that before a general election happens. 


This challenge is brought by two individual voters and four 
organizations that speak for members of our communities who are 
at high risk of losing the right to vote because of these restrictions. 
They are: 


• Rose Henry, an activist for the rights of people who are 
homeless in Victoria 


e Clyde Wright, a resident of the Downtown Eastside and a 
VANDU (Vancouver Area Network of Drug Users) executive 
member 


• the BC Coalition of People with Disabilities 

• the Council of Senior Citizens’ Organizations of BC 

• the Tenant Resource and Advisory Centre 

• the Vancouver Area Network of Drug Users (VANDU) 


The British Columbia Public Interest Advocacy Centre (BCPIAC.com) 15 
а non-profit, public interest law office. Its creation in 1981 reflected the 
fundamental belief that it should not only be the rich and powerful that 
are represented before our courts and regulators. For those bodies to 
function as they should, they must hear from all of those affected by their 
decisions. Our task is to provide representation to groups that would not 
otherwise have the resources to effectively assert their interests. 
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Rose Henry’s Report 


Helen Eddlestone, a visually 
impaired 86-year-old who is 
living on her own, said she 
was turned away during the 
2008 federal general election 
because she didn’t have the 
proper ID. This was Helen’s 
first time with not being able 
to vote in the election in 
over sixty years. 


We won the first round of 
court hearings and lost in the 
second round as the federal 
government decided to 
appeal the ruling. Now 
several months have gone by 
since the second hearing. So 
far to date the lawyers did 
manage to get the BC 
Federation of Labour to take 
care of some of the financial 
stuff; but our team hasn’t got 
enough human power and 
there’s a lot of paper work to 
be filed and correlated etc. 
This is in addition to running 
out of steam and motivation 
to keep going forward with 
the case. 


My lawyer tells me that 
there is not enough of him to 
keep going on the case. I am 
reluctant to throw in the 
towel. After three and a half 
years of being in the court 
room standing up for the 
rights of all Canadians I 
Rose Henry still want to 
fight for all the rights; but 
am also growing tired. 


What keeps me going 1s 
hope. I really believe in the 
power of the people. When 
we are united we are an 
awesome team that will 
never be defeated. But the 
people need to act now 
instead of reacting and 
waiting for someone else to 
do the job. 


We all should know that 
there is a federal election 
that will be called with in 
the next two years and that 
takes over two years for any- 
thing to change within the 
greater communities of 
Canada. 


What I am needing from the 
community is hope and 
reason to keep fighting for 
all of rights to vote. I have 
posted the original 
documents on Homeless 
Nations website (homeless- 
nation.org/fr/node/6820). I 
have also posted the info on 
my face book account (Rose 
Henry group). The face book 
is my way of trying to 
engage people into 
community discussion and 
heightening the awareness of 
all the electoral changes that 
are coming. 
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Autobiography 
in Five Short Chapters 


I 

I walk down the street. 

There is a deep hole in the sidewalk 
I fall in. 

I am lost ... І am helpless. 

It isn’t my fault. 

It takes me forever to find a way out. 


II 

I walk down the same street. 

There is a deep hole in the sidewalk. 
I pretend I don’t see it. 

I fall in again. 

I can’t believe I am in the same place 
but, it isn’t my fault. 

It still takes a long time to get out. 


ПІ 

I walk down the same street. 

There is a deep hole in the sidewalk. 
I see it is there. 

I still fall in ... it’s a habit. 

my eyes are open 

I know where I am. 

It is my fault. 

I get out immediately. 


IV 

I walk down the same street. 

There is a deep hole in the sidewalk. 
I walk around it. 


y 
I walk down another street. 


Portia Nelson (1920 — 2001) 





3 a.m. 


The immense pressure of nothing- 
That’s what has me awake 

And in pain 

At three in the morning. | choke 
On my own gas pick 

On my wine stained lips 

And wish for rocket launch 


To bring the black rotor bird of city night 


Down from the sky. 
lm back, hooked оп dope 


And drinking my breakfast and finally sick 


enough 
To begin writing 
Again. 


j. fisher 





Victoria Christmas 


Victoria Christmas and what have we got? 
Politicians who haven’t done diddly-squat 
Three years of inaction ‘s disturbingly strange 
Regarding fixed sites for a needle exchange 


The city has studies; the province has more 

Saying civilized nations look after their poor 

If they want to stop epidemics of AIDS and Нерс 
They start here on the streets with you and with me 


No privileges needed like some corporate fat cat 
Just health care for all; it’s as simple as that 
Рт a person, a citizen, ~~- your parent, your child 


Who deserves to be helped, not ignored or reviled 


It doesn’t take much – a clean rig, some advice, 
А warm place and a coffee would also be nice 
Hell there’s times when most of you here would agree 


We'd just like a toilet when we have to pee 


We informed and protested, paraded and tried 

To get some response before more of us died 
Some listened politely; some thanked us to boot 
But their actions revealed they did not givea hoot 


VIHA and the city have no leadership shown 
So меге here and we’re planning to do it alone 
No decisions about us without us we’ve said 


So let’s get it started; it’s a new year ahead. 
Derek Peach 


Display your displeasure with 
the Harper Government s military 
initiative in Afghanistan! 


Send a self-addressed 9.5 x-4" envelope to: 
Bill's Free Decals #72, 903-109 St. N.W. 
Edmonton, Alberta TEJ ERT 


Living Wage Campaign 


The Living Wage Campaign — launched by HEU in 
2007 — is reaching more communities across the 
province with a number of new initiatives underway. 


In November, First Call: BC Child and Youth 
Advocacy Coalition held its first Citizens Series on 
Health “webinar” — А Living Wage: One Path to 
Addressing Income and Poverty as Determinants of 
Health — with a focus on northern communities. 


Stemming from that interactive, online webinar, the 
University of Northern B.C. social work department 
and Northern Health’s population health department 
are partnering to explore ways to promote better 

health and reduce poverty in northern municipalities 


Д by “looking at supporting Living Wage calculations 


in a number of towns.” 


According to research by First Call and the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, the living 
wage calculation in Metro Vancouver is $18.17 an 
hour, and $17.31 an hour in Victoria. 


On Vancouver Island, the Esquimalt City Council is 
contemplating a living wage bylaw, while Cowichan 
is about to release its living wage calculations, and 
Qualicum’s School District 69 recently passed a 
motion to support the Living Wage for Families 
Campaign. Plans to calculate a living wage are also 
being considered in Qualicum and by the Oceanside 
Coalition for Strong Communities. 


In the Interior, Cranbrook just released its living 
wage calculation at $14.16 an hour, while Williams 
Lake is undertaking research to launch a living wage 
campaign. Living wage calculations are also being 
looked at in Nelson and Kelowna. 


Living wage calculations reflect the basic cost of 
living for a family of four with two young children, 
with both parents working full-time. The hourly rate 
assumes no benefits (such as MSP premiums or 
non-MSP health insurance plans) are paid by the 
employer. 


At HEU’s recent convention, delegates supported 
the continuation of a Living Wage Campaign by 
involving more members from private and 
public-sector workplaces, and working with allies in 
the community and labour to advocate for living 
wages. 


Living wage calculations reflect the basic cost of 
living for a family of four with two young children, 
with both parents working full-time. 


For more information, visit livingwageforfamilies.ca. 


5 Andy Singer | 







F YOU RAVE A HAIR BALL 
=f BLOCKING YOUR THIRD CHERREEA 


SIn SE к 


Jim Butler and Larry 
Gagnon have rebuilt and 
redistributed 1400 internet 
capable computers in the 
past 9 years! 

Free indefinite loan 


Making a difference 


in our community where 
we work and play 


to low or no income people. 


For more info call Melissa 


Нети Aute Шз on Orup Dainas Ferm Troni at 250-294-8925 


Fair Trade products 


from Palestine * Olive Oil 
4 * faatar 
* Olive Soap 


zatou п 


== 


Supporting the Palestinian farmers struggle for livelhood & land. 


In Victoria visit 

Ten Thousand Villages, 

or order online at 
Zatoun.com. 


Mediation Services 
Puhta Maroon at (250) 383-4065 
ма ened Contachenmegng-beyond.ca 
Or viel МЇ: iw ТИГГП beyond „Са 
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Independent News, Arts, Music Ё" oe? ШҮ 


Victoria, British Columbia 
eniak info@bchannelnews.ty 


* winter deliveries !!Ї | 
Fresh . 
Organic f roducg 


Em А Кой | 


5 ger | +, Кыч 
4266 Н da рү ay та 1! еу 7 toa id 


F U Vie чү 
А! ЧЧ a ag ry trary РИЧ" тз P antry 


Christina Nikolic 
The 750-216-3733 


OTE, anic 
“Gardener S 


Fundamental ingredients for plants and soil 


www.cardenerspantry.ca = info(@igardenerspantry.ca 


A. retail store and 
online shop where you 
oain bay чай ыйл. 
healthy edible seeds, 
and natural bod yeare 
productis. We use 
aeo-fricndly materials 
pitches ms logy, bonkers, 
soy, and organic 
соот. 


HEMP & COMPANY 


L102 GOVERNMENT STHEET 422 CRAICFLOWER 
ww w-HempandCompany.com 


Shift 


prem jere ишш се torr cad hei ust Las | rst a aa i 
бй, а тас Със in i fore mo-i ry Ез ГЫН: fee 


547 Johnson Street 
www Shittioshonca 





Thank You!! 


We 
appreciate 
your 
support 
for 
independent 
Media. 


Харе koag Aipa 

Pager Gales rpn preveous mih} 
Donoho 

Gris fine! im гый 

Coord гынаг a Сооп 
аннын 

Brow А Roiss Doral ho ЭМЕ 
плаг Бїт vows НЕТЕР 
Siread Мот France 

Тыйып пи 

Pagar Ё Printing Oceic 

Vander Мато 

Lirias ‘Were ШЕ 

Ole wep haere Пар 
Беара 

ТЫ Беса Vows ярнен 
{гї {гн 

Gread £ Позез Neronis 
Cran (hurry | 

lita! Broad & Aages evn 
Hroad & Poses Exporses 


St Mew? Гит їч" 


ТЫ Bread A Poses Expences * Коо acor 800.00 


Broad & Poses 
Соле Т {БАМЫ + GER) 
тєл & Moscs Вага Gebers 


72500 
бетй Sore ee 


545 00 





Мач Jan 
05200 33650 

5.00 0.00 a эз 

75.00 18000 0.00 

74 52587 2748 06 

25 00 75.00 70.00 

юй) вюо вй 

S04 1919.328 1542.95 

боо Восс БОО 

600.60 ӨЕП 641.390 

0 00 12 00 л 00 

Ш EHI Оо Qi) 00] 

0 00 THG 50 А ГЕ] 

АЛ £8 pE TH та ТЕ 

F ispo” 1668430 7 (agree 

T500 25500 9,00 

0.00 000 0.00 

0.00 йй йр 

В00 00. А0000 айги 





745.00 
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May money 
from the 


sale of this 
newspaper 
be used for 
peace, and 
pass through 
healing hands. 


Vendors pay 50 
cents for each 
Street Newz. 


Whatever you give 
them is theirs to 
keep. 


| | Subscriptions help sustain us! 
| Subscription Rates (12 issues/year): | 


Electronic Regular Low Income USA Inti 
520 $35 $20 $40 $50 
| Volume Subscriptions | 


for your clients/customers/office: 
| 5 copies/mth for 2175/үг: 10 copies/mth for $300/ | 
yr 
| | | 
Just a Donation 
| 20 425 50 875 4100 200 otherl 
| Name: | 
Address: 
City: 
| Province/State: 


| 

Postal/Zip: 

| Phone/email: і 
| 


= | Please return to Victoria Street Newz 
1027 Pandora Ave, Vic BC, V8V 376 Thanks! 


